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Aim of research
English monolingual infants, around the age of 30 months old develop something called a consonant bias. This is where infants tend to pay more attention to the consonants in words, something that is extremely useful to them as they develop their language. In this present study, we are looking at whether a second language in bilingual infants can bring this consonant bias forwards in an infant’s life. We see that both French and Italian monolinguals posses a consonant bias much earlier in life and want to explore how bilingualism affects this interaction.

Description of procedure

Before the study you will be asked to fill out 1 simple form. The first part comprises of a list of words that your child may or may not know in each language. The second portion will help us in estimating the total percentage exposure to each language that the infant has. 

Once the simple forms have been completed by the parent, you will be asked to seat your child on your lap in front of the screen. A small window will show you when the infants face is appropriately centred, and thus the study will be ready to commence. 1-2 Images will appear on either the left or right side of the screen (based on the word list that you will fill out prior to the study). Alongside this, either the word of the image will be played, or a word from another image. We ask the parents to try not to also look at the images, as to not influence the head direction of the infant. This will repeat for a small number of words, and then a n end-of-task screen will show up. You can simply press the ‘Submit Data’ button, and that will be the end of the study.

If you have questions related to any part of the procedure, the experimenters will be happy to give you further information at any moment. Also, in the very unlikely event of complications arising from the experimental procedure, please inform the experimenter as soon possible. The total duration of the online study, including all the forms and questionnaires, should take no longer than 30 minutes.  As a thank you for taking part, you will receive a £5 Amazon voucher / €5 GiftPay voucher.

All collected data, including webcam recordings of eye movement, will be kept safe on the University premises, and will be seen by the Babylab staff only, anonymously. In the spirit of Open Science, it is also possible that we will use a repository to deposit the anonymous data, so that other researchers can re-analyse them. This is more and more common practice in the field. Finally, our results will be published in scientific journals, presented at scientific conferences and maybe used for promotional material by the University of Plymouth (of course, anonymously). This is for raw data only, and webcam recordings will not be shared.

Description of risks
There are no risks to the present study. The total screen exposure to your infant will be less than 5 minutes in total for the study. All images displayed and sounds played are from a common word list of infants of the same age (e.g. car, dog, teddy etc.). 

Benefits of proposed research
There is no direct short-term benefit, however in the long term we hope that this research can contribute to a better knowledge of language development in bilingual children.

Right to withdraw
At any moment during this study, you can choose to withdraw without providing any justification. Your data would then be removed from the study (but please do so within 3 months of the study).

If you are dissatisfied with the way the research is conducted, please contact the principal investigator in the first instance: alvise.rogers@plymouth.ac.uk.  If you feel the problem has not been resolved please contact the secretary to the School of Psychology, Faculty of Health Research Ethics Committee:  Mr Maurice Bottomley fohethics@plymouth.ac.uk

